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Apartheid was the system used by the South African government to exploit and dominate the country’s black population.  Apartheid started to become the legal and official form of government in South Africa after the 1948 election, which was won by the pro-apartheid Nationalist Party.  The goal of apartheid was to keep whites and blacks apart from one another, as well as to allow whites to control South Africa’s wealth.  To achieve this, the all white government passed numerous laws that took away the rights of blacks.  For example only South Africans of European descent could vote or hold public office, people of different races could not marry of have intimate relationships, and blacks could not enter areas marked, “white only” such as trains, restaurants, beaches and entire neighborhoods.  Other important aspects of apartheid included denial of political rights to blacks, control of black labor in reserves, and protection of economic privileges for whites.
The government used force and violent brutality to enforce the apartheid system that was a legalization of a set of practices that had been used against blacks since the 17th century.
Apartheid - Background
Apartheid was a policy of racial segregation formerly followed in South Africa. The word apartheid means “separateness” in the Afrikaans language and it described the rigid racial division between the governing white minority population and the nonwhite majority population. The National Party introduced apartheid as part of their campaign in the 1948 elections, and with the National Party victory, apartheid became the governing political policy for South Africa until the early 1990s. Although there is no longer a legal basis for apartheid, the social, economic, and political inequalities between white and black South Africans continue to exist.
The apartheid laws classified people according to three major racial groups— white; Bantu, or black Africans; and Coloured, or people of mixed descent. Later Asians, or Indians and Pakistanis, were added as a fourth category. The laws determined where members of each group could live, what jobs they could hold, and what type of education they could receive. Laws prohibited most social contact between races, authorized segregated public facilities, and denied any representation of nonwhites in the national government. People who openly opposed apartheid were considered communists and the government passed strict security legislation which in effect turned South Africa into a police state.
Before apartheid became the official policy, South Africa had a long history of racial segregation and white supremacy. In 1910 parliamentary membership was limited to whites and legislation passed in 1913 restricted black land ownership to 13 percent of South Africa's total area. Many Africans opposed these restrictions. In 1912, the African National Congress (ANC) was founded to fight these unfair government policies. In the 1950s, after apartheid became the official policy, the ANC declared that “South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white,” and worked to abolish apartheid. After antiapartheid riots in Sharpeville in March 1960 (see Sharpeville Massacre), the government banned all black African political organizations, including the ANC.
From 1960 to the mid-1970s, the government attempted to make apartheid a policy of “separate development.” Blacks were consigned to newly created and impoverished homelands, called Bantustans, which were designed to eventually become petty sovereign states. The white population retained control of more than 80 percent of the land. Increasing violence, strikes, boycotts, and demonstrations by opponents of apartheid, and the overthrow of colonial rule by blacks in Mozambique and Angola, forced the government to relax some of its restrictions.
From the mid-1970s to the mid-1980s, the government implemented a series of reforms that allowed black labor unions to organize and permitted some political activity by the opposition. The 1984 constitution opened parliament membership to Asians and Coloureds, but it continued to exclude black Africans, who made up 75 percent of the population. Apartheid continued to be criticized internationally, and many countries, including the United States, imposed economic sanctions on South Africa. More urban revolts erupted and, as external pressure on South Africa intensified, the government's apartheid policies began to unravel. In 1990, the new president, F. W. de Klerk, proclaimed a formal end to apartheid with the release of ANC leader Nelson Mandela from prison and the legalization of black African political organizations 
Event A: Early South African History
The diverse climate of South Africa ranges from a mild Mediterranean climate along the coast-fertile enough for year-round farming-to an infertile desert in the northwest. Much of the land is rich in precious minerals, such as gold and diamonds.
The first South Africans to inhabit this diverse land were Khoisan- and Bantu-speaking peoples. One group of Khoisan (Khoikhoi) lived as pastoralists, raising cattle and sheep near the coast. Others (the San) inhabited the western part of South Africa as hunter-gatherers searching for game and plants to eat. Most Khoisan-speaking people were later killed, but their influence on the language and culture of South Africa persists.
Most modem black South Africans are descendents of various Bantu-speaking peoples, such as the Xhosa (CHO-sa), Zulu, Sotho, and Tswana. Though derived from the same Bantu root, their languages were different. Their economies ranged from pastoralism (raising livestock) and agriculture to metalworking and trade. These Bantu-speaking groups often lived in villages with chiefs as political leaders. Though white Europeans later identified these groups rigidly by ethnicity, their source of group identity varied. Some defined themselves by their ethnic ties or geographical location. Others, such as the Xhosa, allowed anyone to belong to their group as long as they accepted the rule of the chief.
In the picture above you see a 19th century illustration of a traditional Zulu village. 
Event B: The Dutch Cape Colony
In 1652 the Dutch established the first European settlement in South Africa-known as the Dutch Cape Colony-for the purpose of resupplying ships as they sailed around the southern tip of Africa. The Dutch gave authority to govern the colony to the Dutch East India Company, the largest private trading company in the world at the time.
The Cape Colony created a racially segregated society dependent on African labor. Though recent immigrants, the Dutch settlers regarded the land as theirs and the Africans as foreigners. When the local Khoikhoi resisted Dutch invasion of their land, they were defeated and forced to work as servants and laborers. Since many Khoikhoi died from exposure to European diseases, the Dutch imported enslaved Africans from other parts of Africa to work for them. By 1790 the small colony had 15,000 people, of which 10,000 were enslaved Africans. Fearful of African resistance, the Dutch forced the remaining free Africans to carry identification passes, or passbooks, when leaving their employers' property.
By the late 1700s, white settlers spoke a simplified version of Dutch, Afrikaans, and called themselves Afrikaners. They believed that their Christian God had chosen them to establish an Afrikaner nation based on a strict racial superiority of white people. Some Afrikaners, also known as Boers (Dutch for farmer), moved inland and started farms dependent on black slave labor.
In the picture above you see a romanticized painting of the estate of Willem Adriaan van der Stel, a wealthy landowner and governor of the Cape Colony.  The painting shows him with his slaves working the land. 
Event C: The British Cape Colony and the Great Trek
In 1806 Great Britain captured the Cape Colony from the Dutch and began to impose English law on the Afrikaners. One year later, the British outlawed the trading of enslaved Africans, causing great resentment among Afrikaners. In 1833 the British government abolished slavery altogether. For the Afrikaners, who depended on enslaved Africans to do their work, this was final proof that the British intended to destroy their way of life. For Africans living in the Cape Colony British society remained as racially segregated as the Dutch colony. Most blacks in what later became SouthAfrica, however, lived northeast of the Cape Colony, far from the small white settlement.
Many Afrikaners attempted to escape British colonial control by trekking (traveling) to the interior of the country to preserve their seventeenth-century Dutch culture. The Afrikaner migration became known as the Great Trek. In 1837 thousands of Afrikaners began leaving the Cape Colony and moving inland in enormous wagon trains onto the lands of thousands of Africans, such as the Xhosa and the Zulu. The Africans viewed the Afrikaners as invaders, moving onto African ancestral lands without invitation. The Afrikaners considered themselves a chosen people selected by God to establish a nation in South Africa, apart from Africans and the British Empire.
In the picture above you see a celebration of the second British occupation of Cape Town in 1814. The British conquered the Cape in 1806 and formally and permanently ceded to Great Britain in 1814.
Event D: The African Wars
The Great Trek brought Afrikaners into conflict with African kingdoms, which viewed the arrival of the white settlers as an invasion. As the Afrikaners moved north and east away from the British colony, conflict arose over competition for land and resources.
At the time of the Great Trek, the Zulu kingdom was the most influential society in southeastern Africa. The Zulus had grown rapidly from a small series of villages to a sprawling military empire. Shaka, the most influential chief, expanded the Zulu empire by introducing brilliant meeting with Afrikaners. Military strategies and demanding extraordinary discipline from his soldiers. In 1837 some Afrikaners entered into a Zulu region. The Zulu army defeated the white settlers, forcing them to retreat to a position near Blood River. There, 530 Afrikaners circled their wagons into a ringed fort and defeated thousands of Zulus, whose spears proved useless against modem rifles. For the Afrikaners, the Battle of Blood River symbolized their position: hostile enemies, fighting to maintain their culture, surrounded them on all sides. For the Zulus and other Africans, the battle was one of many attempts to stop white intrusion onto African land. Similar African wars continued, usually with the British colonial army aiding the Afrikaners, until the conquest of almost all Africans was complete in the late 1880s.
Having lost much of their land to the British and the Afrikaners, blacks found it increasingly difficult to farm or raise livestock. As a result, they often worked on white farms for low wages. The victorious white minority struggled to find ways to live apart from the black majority while continuing to be utterly dependent on their labor. Afrikaners passed laws, for example, to control the movements of blacks and to force them to work on white-owned farms.
In the picture above you see a drawing of Afrikaners meeting with Zulu chiefs, including Shaka, the Zulu king, in 1824.
Event E: The mining of gold and diamonds
The discovery of diamonds and gold in South Africa created enormous change and conflict. In 1867 diamonds were discovered in an area disputed between the British, an independent Afrikaner state, and the Tswana, an African people. The British moved Tswana societies off the land and forced the Afrikaners to recognize British control over the area. In 1886 enormous gold deposits were discovered. But while British immigrants and industries gained wealth controlling the gold and diamond mines near growing cities, most Afrikaners remained poor farmers in the countryside. In 1899 a hundred years of British-Afrikaner tensions erupted into the South African War. After months of fighting, unable to defeat the small, determined Afrikaner armies, the British put Afrikaners into concentration camps, where more than 20,000 died of disease and starvation. It is estimated that at least 14,000 black Africans also died in the camps with their Afrikaner "masters." In 1902 the Afrikaners finally surrendered to the British.
The discovery of gold and diamonds changed life dramatically for blacks. The policy of segregating blacks and whites took on strict new forms in the face of rapid industrialization. The British forced blacks to leave mineral-rich land and move to "reserves"-areas of land that the British deemed of little value-where blacks would have no access to the gold and diamond wealth but could be used as workers in the white-owned mines. Men were forced to move away from their families, carry passbooks at all times, live in barracks, and work in the mines for months at a time. Women took care of their families and often farmed crops or worked as servants for white families.
In the picture above you see black workers in the Crown Mine in Johannesburg, South Africa, on e of the greatest gold-bearing regions of the world.  Though the blacks most of the wealth went to the whites did most of the mining labor.
Event F: The Union of South Africa
After an international outcry over their treatment of Afrikaners during the war and assurances that British industries would be protected, the British granted independence to the Union of South Africa in 1910. The new constitution gave enormous power to the white minority and refused blacks the right to vote. South Africa was a racially diverse country: 67% black, 21 % white, 9% colored (mixed race), and 3% Asian (mostly Indian). South African whites enacted laws to transform black land reserves into pools for cheap, unskilled labor for white farmers and industrialists. Only 7.3% of South Africa was set aside as land reserves--eventually increased to 13%-and black South Africans were restricted from leaving their reserves by pass laws. To make black economic success even more unlikely, government railways and roads served white farmers but neglected the reserves. As a result, black farming collapsed. Many blacks migrated to illegal shantytowns, such as Soweto, on the outskirts of large cities, such as Johannesburg.
In 1948 Daniel Malan's National Party won the South African election and immediately began the policy of apartheid (apartness), a system that legalized Afrikaner strict control over blacks. The National Party planned to make Afrikaner the legal culture of South Africa by phasing out the English language and putting Afrikaners in control of institutions-government, industry, and the press-formerly controlled by English-speaking and pro-British South Africans.
In this picture you see a crowd of over 20,000 white South Africans in the streets of downtown Pretoria, the capital of South Africa celebrating the inaugural ceremony on May 31, 1961 of President Swart, 13 years after the establishment of the apartheid government. 
