South Africa Anti-Apartheid Freedom Struggle – History (2)
Humanities 9 – Social Movements
South Africa & the Anti-Apartheid Movement
Apartheid Museum  (modified)
Historical Conditions of Apartheid  
The word apartheid means separation. The government created laws that separated people based on race. The decision was deliberate. The government wanted whites in South Africans to maintain power. The Dutch, or Afrikaners, and British believed they were superior.
The legal separation of the races began in 1948 when the Afrikaner Nationalist party controlled the government. Afrikaners feared that a large numbers of blacks threatened their existence.  Thus, laws prevented the mixing of races and preserved the white identity.
Foundations of Apartheid
The history of apartheid is linked to the story of gold. Gold was discovered in 1886. Within ten years after the discovery, Johannesburg developed into the largest city in South Africa. Since it was expensive and difficult to mine for gold, mine owners wanted cheap labor.
The Dutch and British governments destroyed African kingdoms. African farmers were forced to pay land and labor taxes. African people were forced to work on white owned farms. As a result, many preferred to work in the mines.
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Laws were created to supply cheap labor in mines. In order to make the most money, authorities exploited workers. Mine owners and the government connected to force Africans to work in mines. The government created taxes and made it illegal for African workers to work as sharecroppers, or rent-paying farmers on white owned farms. Mine workers worked fourteen hours a day.  Laws also prevented black workers from gaining skills or living in certain cities. Black Africans were also denied rights, like the vote, so they could not challenge the system.
People immigrated from all over the world in search of work. As a result many more slums developed. Racial mixing occurred in the mines and in the slums.
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In 1910, South Africa was united into a single state called the Union of South Africa. A constitution was adopted to unite British and Afrikaners, or the Dutch. It also denied black people basic rights. Racial separation became the policy of the Union of South Africa and started apartheid.
The government imposed a division between where whites and blacks both lived and worked. African, white, Indian, and coloured people were kept separate. The population of South Africa was nearly 6,000,000 in 1911. 21% were white, 8.8% colored, 2.5% were Asian, and 67.7% were African. The races could not be together.
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Key law
The Native Representation
Act (1936)
This law removed Africans
form the common voters’ roll
and created a  separate
institution for Africans. The
Native Representative Council
(NRC) was were Africans could
make recommendations to the
government about issues that
affected them.





The government controlled where people lived and worked. They also limited people’s overall rights. 
By 1925 hundreds of thousands of Africans migrated for work or lived in the city. As a result, the white authorities worried about the number of Africans. Some feared that whites would be swamped or overwhelmed by Africans. Johannesburg became the largest urban space in the county and most racially-mixed. This was a problem.
[image: image5.png]RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION

Key laws:
The Urban Areas Native
Pas Act (1909)

The law controlled the
‘movement of Africans into
towns. It gave laborers a
work permit. If they did not
find work, they had to return
tothe rural area for Africans.

The Land Act (1913)
One of the first segregation
laws. Africans were forced to
live in reserves. This was
rural land where it was legal
for African to own or rent
land.

The Natives (Black) Urban
Areas Act (1923)

This law created segregated
locations ~ were  Africans
could live.





To separate the races, people were segregated into certain neighborhoods. In 1922, Stallard, a government official, said, “[African] Natives—men, women, and children—should only be allowed in urban areas when their presence is demanded by…the white population.” As a result, the government cleared slums and separate locations for Africans throughout the country.
To further control Africans in the white urban areas, African men were forced to carry a pass that gave them permission to be in the city in white areas. Only people with jobs had passes were allowed. Police conducted regular pass raids. If a person’s pass was not accurate, they could be arrested or sent back to the African, rural area.  Pass raids often turned the African population into criminals.
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Blame Me on History
Excerpt from Bloke Modisane’s autobiography
This is the essence of the Pass Law.
I cannot sell my labor to the highest bidder.
I cannot live in the residential area of my choice; I am committed by the color of my skin to live in segregated ghettos or locations or slums.
Freedom of movement is restricted by the [Pass] Book
The right to live in peace in my house is subject to the pleasure of any superintendent or Native Commissioner who is empowered to endorse me out of the [white] district if, in his opinion, my presence is a danger to the public peace and good order.
This is the law.
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White mine workers refused to work alongside African mine workers. Whites went on strike. The government was concerned about protecting Afrikaners. It was important that even poor white laborers were given work and they could work in factories so they would not have to work in the mines.  Laws were established to protect white people in towns.
In addition to controlling where Africans lived and worked, the government imposed political segregation. The purpose was the survival of whites as the dominant and powerful group. One of the main laws prevented Africans from voting. Without political power, the apartheid existed and could not be challenged.
World War Two (1939-1945) led to huge change. People were out of work, prices increased, there were food and housing shortages, and people began to organize for rights. Africans began moving in larger numbers to cities. By 1946, for the first time there were more blacks than whites living in cities. This threatened whites. Many whites feared that the social and economic changes challenged their privileges.[image: image7.png]SEGREGATED WORKPLACES

Key laws

The Mines and Works Act
(1911)

This law reserved certain skilled
‘work in mines for whites.

The Mines and Workers
Amendment Act (1926)
Colour Bar Act. This excluded
Africans and Indians from
skilled work.





White politicians evaluated how to deal with the Africans in the cities. The National Party won the political election of 1948 and implemented the Sauer Report:
	Apartheid or the separate development of the races was the only way forward:
African belonged on reserves.
· The flood of Africans into the cities was a dangerous development.
· Urban Africans must continue to be treated as visitors without political rights.
· Their numbers must be strictly controlled.
· Black locations must be kept clearly separate from white towns.


The National Party passed a range of apartheid laws. The laws ensured racial separation in all aspects of social, economic, and political life.
There were 148 apartheid laws. A few were:
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White and people of other races not allowed to marry

Marriages Act (1949)
) Sexual relations between black and white South Africans
m‘l’;‘s';‘)" Amendment | ¢} idden. To enforce the law police raided homes & broke into
bedrooms to photograph couples breaking the law.
| This law classified every South African in a racial group: white,
i‘:ﬁ;‘;‘;‘; Registration | . \oured, African, or Indian. This determined where people
lived, what they could do, and their jobs.
Towns and cities were divided into areas, each reserved for one
Group Areas Act (1950) | race only. Thousands of black people were forcibly removed
from areas determined white.
Provention of flsgal | Towns were built far from white suburbs. TI was llegal for
Squatting Act (1951) | Africans to live in white towns.
] “Africans were educated in order o keep children off the streets
?1‘;‘:;)““““"" Act | nd to discipline them. The schools also trained Africans to do
unskilled labor.
Reservation of Separate | Separate public facilities were law. Black and white people used

Amenities At (1953)

separate parks, beaches, post offices, busses, and public toilets.





