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In the 1950s, different groups within the liberation movement came together to form the
Congress Alliance. The Alliance included the ANC, the South African Indian Congress, the
South African Congress of Democrats (an organization of whites opposed to apartheid),
the Coloured People’s Organization and the South African Council of Trade Unions.

The Alliance started the Congress of the People Campaign. Volunteers travelled
throughout South Africa to collect the demands of ordinary South Africans for a just and
free society. These demands were listed in the Freedom Charter, which was presented to
the Congress of the People in Kliptown in 1955. You can see video footage of this event in
the Apartheid Museum.

The Congress of the People Campaign was important because it mobilized people over
alengthy period and so helped to revive the ANC. The ANC formulated a programme for
the Congress Alliance which would guide it for the next forty years.
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We, the people of South Africa, declare for all our country and
the world to know:

‘That South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white,
and that no government can justly claim authority unless it is
based on the will of the people.

‘The people shall govern.
All national groups shall have equal rights.
‘The people shall share in the nation’s wealth.
‘The land shall be shared by those who work it.
All shall be equal before the law.

All shall enjoy equal human rights.

‘There shall be work and security for all.

‘The doors of learning and culture shall be opened.
‘There shall be houses, security and comfort.
‘There shall be peace and friendship.

A The opening words and main clauses of the Freedom Charter.




[image: image3.png]« Posters were an important form of
protest, particularly i the 1980s. They
often provided a unifying symbol fora
particular struggle or movement. The
Apartheid Museum has dedicated a
whole wall to struggle posters.

This poster was produced by the
democratic movement in 1985 to
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the
Freedom Charter. It shows that in the
19805 the Freedom Charter was still
a powerful liberation symbol. Many
of the principles of our South African
Constitution were inspired by the
demands of the Freedom Charter.

PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN!|
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The South African government
regarded the Freedom Charter as
a treasonable document and it
claimed that the Congress Alliance
was plotting to overthrow the state.
As a result, 156 members of the
Congress Alliance were arrested and
charged with treason. The treason
trial lasted from 1956 to 1961, but
the government failed to prove that
treason had been intended and so
everyone was eventually acquitted.
You can see this very famous
and interesting photograph in the
Apartheid Museum. It s interesting
because it has been constructed.
The photographer, Eli Weinberg, had
received permission to photograph
all 156 trialists in Joubert Park,
Johannesburg. However, when the
park superintendent found out that
most of the people were black, he
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withdrew permission. So Weinberg set up benches outside the park and photographed
the people in different groups. He then put the groups together in a single photograph.
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Partly because African women experienced fewer restrictions than men, they were at the
forefront of resistance in the 1940s and the early 1950s.

In the 1950s the government tried to extend its control over the African women who
were moving to the cities and to restrict their freedom when they got there. To achieve
this, it planned to extend the pass system to include women. For several years women
resisted this attempt.

By 1956 their resistance had grown into a national movement. It reached its climax on
9 August 1956 when 20 000 women marched to the Union Buildings in Pretoria and handed
over letters of protest against the proposed pass laws to Prime Minister J.G. Strijdom.

The women's resistance failed to achieve its objectives and the pass laws were
extended to apply to African women in the late 1950s. Today, 9 August is a public holiday
on which we celebrate National Women’s Day, remembering the role played by women
in defying the unjust pass laws, as well as the strength and courage of women in South
Africa as a whole.



 [image: image6.png]A Raheema Moosa, Lilan Ngoyi, the president of the ANC Women's League and the non-racial Federation

of South African Women, together with Helen Joseph and Sophie Willams, led the women’s march to Pretoria
in 1956




[image: image7.png]The Sharpeville Massacre

On 21 March 1960, the Pan Africanist Congress organized a protest against the pass laws.
still using the methods of non-violent protest, they planned to march to the local police
station, hand in their passes and give themselves up for arrest. A large crowd gathered

outside the police station at Sharpeville (near Vereeniging). The police fired on the crowd,
killing 69 people and wounding 180 people.
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An historian's account

At 1.15 p.m., with nearly 300 police facing a crowd of 5 000, a scuffle broke out at the
gate leading into the police station. A police officer, accidentally or deliberately, was
pushed over. The attention of the front rows was focused on the gate and they surged
forward, pushed by people behind them who wanted to see what was happening.

At this stage, according to police witnesses, stones were thrown at them. The more
Inexperienced constables began firing their guns spontaneously. The majority of those
killed or wounded were shot in the back. Altogether 69 people died, including eight
women and ten children. 180 people were wounded.

A From T. Lodge, Black politics in South Africa since 1945, p. 210.
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A The police fire on a retreating crowd at Sharpeville.
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An eyewitness account by journalist Humphrey Tyler :;'ﬂ::,;m:‘x:
quarters

When the shooting started it did not stop until there was no living thing in the huge ey

compound in front of the police station. The police have claimed they were in et

desperate danger because the crowd was stoning them. Yet only three policemen gested by outside influences

were reported to have been hit by stones ~ and more than 200 Africans were shot oras a result of an order

down. The police also have said that the crowd was armed with ‘ferocious weapons’, Evenby a'superioc

which lttered the compound after they fled. | saw no weapons, although | looked very ferocious - fierce or savage

carefully, and afterwards studied the photographs of the death scene. While | was there South African High

Commissioner - the chief
representative of the South
African government in Britain

I'saw only shoes, hats and a few bicycles left among the bodies.
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Statement by the South African High Commissioner in London in 1960

According to the factual information now available, the disturbances at Sharpeville
on Monday resulted from a planned demonstration of about 20 000 natives in which
demonstrators attacked the police with assorted weapons including firearms. The
demonstrators shot first, and the police were forced to fire in self-defence and avoid
even more tragic results.

A Sources C and D: Quoted in: R. Sieborger et al., What is Evidence?, Francolin Publishers, 1996,
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Sharpeville marked a turning point in the anti-apartheid struggle. There was a massive
outery, both nationally and internationally, about police actions there. The government
responded by declaring a state of emergency and banning the ANC and the PAC.

Both the ANC and the PAC had to rethink their strategies. They decided to embark on
a policy of armed resistance. The ANC set up a military wing called Umkhonto we Sizwe,
‘the Spear of the Nation’, also known as MK. The PAC established its military wing called
Pogo, which means ‘standing alone’. Both groups were prepared to use sabotage and
violence to overthrow the government.



 [image: image13.png]Ruth Mompati, a long-standing ANC member, explains why the ANC
turned to armed resistance.

“All the time that the African National Congress was using
peaceful means to try to bring change in South Africa, the
reaction from the regime was violent. People were shot at
peaceful mestings. Thousands upon thousands of South Africans
have died at the hands of the police ... There’s also the violence
of conditions of living in South Africa ... We decided that, if the
gun is what the South African regime has used to rule us, it will
have to be the gun that breaks that rufe.”

A Ruth Mompati represented

the ANC during the first round

of negotiations that led to A Quoted in Lives of Courage: Women for a new South Africa
democracy in South Africa. by D. Russell.
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government legislation

The government introduced
even harsher legislation

to suppress any violent
resistance.

The Sabotage Act (1962)
- Sabotage was made a
treasonable offence, with
aminimum of five years'
imprisonment and a maxi-
‘mum penalty of death. A
“communist agitator’ could
be placed under house:
arrest. This meant that a
person was not alowed o
leave his /her house for al
or part of the day.

The General Laws
Amendment Act (1963)
- This Act gave the police
the power to detain a person
for 90 days without tral
During this 90-day period,
the suspect had no access
to legal advice orvisitors. In
the next 18 months, more
than 1000 people were
detained under this law.

Eight of the trialists (Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba,
Dennis Goldberg, Ahmed Kathrada, Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew Miangeni) were found
guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment. Photographs of these men hang prominently in
the Apartheid Museum. They show several of them in disguise because they were on the
run. The Rivonia Trial and the imprisonment of the ANC leaders broke the power of MK
and the ANC inside South Africa.

During the Rivonia Trial, Mandela made a four-hour address to the court, ending with
these famous lines:

During my lifetime | have dedicated
my life to this struggle of the African
people. | have fought against white
domination, and | have fought against
black domination. | have cherished the
idea of a democratic and free society
in which all persons live together in
harmony, and with equal opportunities.
It is an ideal which | hope to live for
and to achieve. But, if needs be, it is an
ideal for which | am prepared to die.
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THE YOUTH TAKE CHARGE

Steve Biko and the Rise of Black Consciousness

The early 1960s saw the end of effective opposition from
the ANC and PAC within South Africa. Umkhonto we Sizwe
and Pogo had been effectively crushed and the key leaders
were either banned, jailed or in exile. In the 1970s, however,
black resistance took on a new form ~ black consciousness.
Black consciousness (BC) started in South Africa in 1969 as
a university student movement led by Steve Biko.

Biko was a medical student who was born in East London
in 1946. While he was studying, he formed SASO, the South
African Students Organization, and became its first president.
SASO was a breakaway movement from NUSAS (National
Union of South African Students), a mainly white student
movement that was opposed to apartheid. Biko believed
that a white-led organization could not fight for the
interests of black students.

The main ideas of black consciousness were:

« pride in being black

« adetermination that blacks should end & The symbol of the Black
their dependence on whites. Consciousness Movement.




[image: image16.png]Blacks think that everything good
is white. This attitude comes from
childhood. When we go to school, our
school is ot the same as the white
school ... This is part of the roots of
the feeling of being inferior that our
kids get as they grow up. Our homes
are different, the streets are different.
S0 you begin to feel that there is
something incomplete about being
black, and that completeness goes
with being white.

When you say ‘Black is beautiful’ ...
you are saying, man, you are OK as you
are, begin to look upon yourself as a
human being.

‘Adapted from | Write What | Like by Steve Biko.

A Steve Biko, the father of the Black
Consciousness Movement.
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The tragic story of Steve Biko is told in

the Apartheid Museur’s Hall of Political
Executions. As Steve Biko became more
popular, the government increasingly saw
him as a threat. He was banned in 1973
and detained without trial for a few months
in 1976.1n 1977 he was arrested again.
He was kept in a cell, naked and in chains.
He was severely tortured by the security
police. Within 18 days of his arrest, he was
dead. He was only 30 years old.

The Apartheid Museum has a video
recording of the callous reaction of the
Minister of Justice at the time, Mr Jimmy
Kruger, to the death of Steve Biko.

A The Hall of Political Executions in the
Apartheid Museum.
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In 1975 the Minister of Bantu Education, M.C. Botha, ordered that African schools must
teach half of the subjects in Standards Five and Six (now Grades 7 and 8) in Afrikaans.
People opposed this because they believed that the children’s education would suffer.
They also opposed it because they saw Afrikaans as the language of the oppressor.

On 16 June 1976, 20 000 students marched through Soweto in protest against the
use of Afrikaans in schools. The police fired on the crowd. Hector Pieterson was the first
child to die. He was 13 years old. The students responded violently and unrest swept
throughout the country.

Although the uprising was eventually crushed by the police, it had important results.
It was the single biggest challenge to the government and the apartheid system. The
government could no longer ignore resistance. In many ways, the Soweto Uprising was a
major turning point and marked the beginning of the end of apartheid.
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Statistics for Soweto 1976

Population: 1.5 million

Area: 87 square kilometres

Location: +10km south west of Johannesburg’s
city centre

Administration: West Rand Administration Board

Electricity: 20 % of homes

Hot water: 5% of homes

Hospitals: 1

Schools: 280

Number of pupils per class: 60

Average rent per month: R40 for a two-roomed house

Average income per month: R100

Average cost of living per month: R140

Number of homeless: 400000

Employment: very little in Soweto - most people
commute daily to work elsewhere in the
Greater Johannesburg region

A What is History? Skotaville Educational Division, p. 45.
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Given black grievances ranging from low pay and poor housing to the pass laws and
political repression, virtually any issue could have set off a generalised upheaval.
The one that finally did was the regime’s decision to implement a policy of teaching
half the courses in African secondary schools in the southern Transvaal through the
medium of Afrikaans.

AE Harsch, White Rule = Black Revolt, p. 35.

Source C

< Students marching in
Soweto on 16 June 1976
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No new secondary schools were built in Soweto between 1962 and 1971 because

it was government policy that all new schools should be built exclusively in the
homelands. As a result, secondary school classes were severely overcrowded and
many teachers resorted to increasingly harsh methods to maintain control. Pupils
bitterly resented this.

A Adapted from Soweto: A History by P. Bonner and L. Segal, p. 78.
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People who were trying to promote political awareness were encouraged when, early
in 1973, SASO students staged walkouts from black universities. Many of these ‘drop-
outs’ became teachers in Soweto schools. Armed with BC ideology, SASO activists
inspired a new spirit of radicalism. Many students tell of the impact these teachers
‘had on their lives.

A Adapted from Soweto: A History by P. Bonner and L. Segal, p. 0.

Source F

There was ‘an atmosphere of revolt” in the 1970s. There were the liberation struggles
in Mozambigue, Angola, Zimbabwe and Namibia. There were the black workers"
strikes in the 1970s.

A Quoted in The Right to Learn by P. Christie, p. 243.



 [image: image23.png]grievance - feeling
of dissatisfaction or
frustration, in this case,
because of hopelessly
inadequate facilties
radicalism - supporting
fundamental change in
society to improve the lives
of the majority of the people
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It affected us both positively and negatively. A ot of us missed out on normal school.
But it assisted s to know that the struggle for freedom needed the commitment and
support of the liberation movements who were then banned, as well as leaders who
were imprisoned. It set in our lves the role of full-time activism. The Soweto uprising
changed the history and landscape of the politics of the country permanently. Young
Ppeople swelled the ranks of the liberation movements abroad, especially the ANC.

A Baby Tyawa was a student who was involved in the Soweto Uprising. In the above interview in 2003, she
explains the significance of the uprising.




Source: http://www.apartheidmuseum.org/sites/default/files/files/downloads/Learners%20book%20Chapter4.pdf
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